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(%2) Joseph.Needham “Science And Civilization in China”
volum 4 Cambridge at The University Press 1962
p.249: ‘We propose now to take the basic text of Shen
Kua,in the Méng Chhi Pi Than, written about +1088,
i.e. a century before the ealiest European mention of
the magnetic compuss, as our fixed point, and to work
back from that, considering all earlier references to the
directivity of iron magnets, as well as other Sung
texts.’
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Shen Kua’s attitude through observing nature is seen in the
Meng Chhi Pi Than! '

(Summary)

The Meng Chhi Pi Than (Dream Pool Essays) was a collection of essays writ-
ten by Shen Kua? about 1090. Shen Kua was a government official and a many-
sided genius. And there have been many descriptions about the scientific matters
he discussed which have been set a high regarded forther intellectual level by
schalors researching science in China. For example, in the Meng Chhin Pi Than,
there is a description of the directivity of iron magnets a century before the earli-
est European mention of the magnetic compass.

Of coures he was not a scientist, but had a scientific attitude concerning the
observation of natural materials, and his way of thinking was very rational.
However he was not peculiar in thé history of China. There were several people
like who contributed to science in China. They also were not scientists, but rather
were government officials, a fact which results from one of the characteristics of
civilization in China.

Therefor, it is commonly assued that several factors in Chinese civilization made
people observe their emvironment rationally. In the Meng Chhi Pi Than, there
are multifaceted descriptions about scientific matters, but it is believed that Shen
Kua did not describe them consiously and did not -distinguish them other non-
scientific matters. We can see from the Meng Chhi Pi Than, the ‘science’ of Shen
Kua was quite different from that of the West.
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